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Lazarus Karfunkel 
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Lazarus (Eleasar) Karfunkel* 

 born 18.02.1803 in Nachod (present Czechs) 

 death 24.07.1853  in Tarnowitz   

 

Male Karfunkel’s ancestry were (since 1572 ) rabbis and 
preachers.  

 

 

Lazarus Karfunkel 
Rybnik rabbi  1840-1848 

 

* Formerly: undetermined gemstone of red 
colour    



 

 Eleasar (Lazarus) was born as a next child of rabbi Aron 
Karfunkel born in Kalisz (1762), deceased Breslau (1816) 
and Estera nee Richter (deceased 1848).  

 Eleasar’s parents got married in 1776, when Aron (father) 
was 14 years. Probably  their first son Abraham was born 
in 1778. 

 Aron Karfunkel was Czech rabbi in XVIII and XIXc. in 
different  towns also in Nachod (1801-1806). In years 
1807-1816 Aron was a chief rabbi of Silesia living in 
Breslau. 

 Aron became full-fledged citizen of Prussia on the rules of  
Emancipation Edict  on 11 March 1812 r. (Breslau, 
recorded under the no. 723). In 1813 he sent to war with 
Napoleon 16 boys from his Breslau yeshiva, saying „Since 
now you start your soldiers service and you should think 
of your king and duties are suspended”. 

 

Parents 



  

Rabbi Aron Karfunkel and his wife Ester had 9 
children, among them just one son became a rabbi– 
Eleasar (Lazarus).  

Parents and siblings 

Source: Karfunkel Family Collection, Leo Baeck Institute 



 

 

Ernestyna (1804-1869) nee Friedman became Lazarus’  
wife. Burried in Breslau. 

 

 Lazarus and Ernestyna had at least 12 children: 

 Sarah – Dorel (1822); married Salomon Orgler 
fromTarnowitz, wedding gave them her father in Rybnik 
in 1844. 

 

 

 

Wife and children  



 
 Aron (1824) 
 Pichas ben Eleazar (1826) – became a preacher 
 Eva (1828) 
 Samuel (1830);  doctor in Bad Kudowa and Berlin 
 Pauline (1835 ), became a wife of rabbi Moritz Rahmer 

born in Rybnik; they were living in Magdeburg 
 Jehudah-Julius (1837) 
 Moses (1841) 
 Channah (1843), married in Berlin 
 Gital- Henriette (1845), married in Breslau 
 Thirza (1847), married to Bloch 
 Freidal-Friederike (1850), married twice, her second 

husband was rabbi Rahmer from Magdeburg (her brother 
in law) 
 
 
 

Children 



 

Children born in Rybnik 

Moses – 1841  
Channah (Händel) – 1843  

Gital (Henriette) 1845 

Thirza 1847 
 



 

 He probably came to Rybnik from Sohrau where was 
responsible for Jewish school 

 Rybnik: rabbinate in years 1840 (?)-1848 

 During that time he gave about 30 weddings 

 The first one in December 1840 (Samuel Schleyer and 
Rebecca) 

 During his rabbinate the new synagogue was built 
(1848)  

 Preachers in German language  

 He was not a supporter of reforms. He signed the 
protest against the appointment of a liberal rabbi 
Abraham Geiger in Breslau. His Rybnik preachers were 
very conservative. 

Karfunkel’s rabbinate 1840-48 



 

Old synagogue (Judenschul) 

Karfunkel, as a rabbi in 
Rybnik had a speach in old 
synagogue. That speach was 
described in „Allgemeine 
Zeitung des Judenthums” 
from 1848 as a conservative 
and against new trends in 
judaism. 

Map from 1810  



 

New synagogue 

The new synagogue was solemnly 
opened on Friday the 5th of June  
1848. Rabbi Karfunkel had  long, 
not very understood by the 
participants, preach. 
Next speech had rabbi from Oppeln 
– dr. Cohn. 



 

Karfunkel 

Karfunkel died in year 1853 in Tarnowitz , where  
was probably burried. His grave wasn’t found. 

Tarnowitz cemetery  



 

Daniel Fränkel 
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Birth 7.11.1821 (1822?) in Sohrau (Żory) 

Death 1.04.1890 in Breslau 

 

He was Rybnik rabbi for 24 years (the longest 
time from all rabbis) 

Daniel Fränkel 
Rybnik rabbi in years 1855-1879 



 

Father Hirsch Fränkel (1792-1890)- merchant 
in Sohrau and Beuthen 

Mother Lea nee Dresdner  

Wife Julie (1830-1891) nee Rosenstein, 
daughter of  rabbi Elchanan Rosenstein  

 

Parents and wife 



 

At the age of 14 Daniel moved to Breslau,  where he 
finished gymnasium;  

 Since 1841 in Berlin where was a student of Royal 
Talmudic School and college for teachers, he 
probably met there his future wife – daughter of 
his master 

 For 2 years he was working in Frakfurt an der Oder 
as a religion teacher; 

Again Berlin where he married Rosenstein’s 
daughter; 

 

Daniel Fränkel 



 
 1 January 1852 – he became main teacher and preacher in 

Frankfurt;  

 

 1853 he received promotion and the title of doctor of 
Philosphy in Halle.  

 From 1st of June 1855 rabbi in Rybnik, also the first 
teacher in Jewish School.  

 

 Since 1879 teacher in religion college in Breslau; he served 
as a rabbi during illness of ortodox rabbi Gedalia Tiktin  

 

Buried in Breslau next to his wife. 

Daniel Fränkel 



 

 24 years of rabbinate coincided with development of Jewish 
community (the highest percentage of Jews – 15%) and Rybnik 
(for instance railway, gas  works, hospitals, schools, industry). 

 

 According to Statute from 1855 following villages and towns 
were under control of Jewish community:  City Rybnik, Czernica, 
Czuchów, Czerwionka, Gaszowice, Orłowiec, Piece, Przegędza, 
Paruszowiec, Pilchowice, Rybnik Zamek, Radoszowy 
Królewskie, Smolna, Sumina, Kamień, Górna Wilcza, Ligota, 
Nieborowice, Zamysłów i Żytna. 

 

 1866 formation of Chewra Kadischa . 

 

 Prominent members of Jewish community were members of City 
Council (Haase, Prager, Müller, Lustig, Leuchter, Altmann, 
Schäffer) 

 

 During his rabbinate he gave over 400 weddings. 

 

Rabbinate of  Daniel Fränkel 



 

Rabbinate of Daniel Fränkel 



 

Rabbinate of  Daniel Fränkel 



 
 

 Probably he couldn’t cope with his responsibilities 
because he wanted to employ a teacher  (1866);   

 

Reason of leaving ? He left Rybnik when he was 58. 

 

Maintained rabbi’s correspondence is in Yeshiva 
University in New York. 

 

Rabbinate of Daniel Fränkel 



 

Daniel Fränkel’s grave 

Jewish cemetery in Breslau 



 

Cemetery at Slezna Str. in 
Breslau 



 

Fränkel couple had 12 children, 8 was born in 
Rybnik, one son – Alfred died in Rybnik.  

Three of them were killed during Holocaust. 

Rabbi’s descendants live mostly in Israel. 
 

Children 



 
Born in 1855 in Frankurt; deceased in 1909 in Breslau) 

professor of Oriental at Breslau University; 
outstanding expert of Arab and Syrian culture. 

 

 

 

Son Siegmund 

Fot. http://nieobecni.com.pl/index.php?s=grob&id=151856 



 
Born in Rybnik 1856, deceased in 1926  

Berlin – architect; 

He was a specialist of family and hospital 
buildings (iter alia private sanatorium in 
Charlottenburg, private clinics for Jewish 
doctors)  

Many of designed buildings stand still in 
Berlin. 

 

Son Max Fränkel 

Wikipedia: Berlin, former 
Jewish hospital 



 

 Born in 1859 in Rybnik, death 1935 in Berlin - 
psychiatrist, co-founder of modern psychotheraphy 
and so called Berolinum – private hospital for 
mentally and emotionally sick (450 beds for men 
and 50 women), building still exists; 

 Buried in Jewish cemetery in Berlin  

His wife and children shortly before the war left 
Germany and went to Palestine 

 

 

Son James 
 

Fot. Wikipedia 



 
Born in 1863 in Rybnik, death 1928 in Berlin- 

merchant and philanthropist 

Son Martin 



 
Born 1866 in Rybnik, death 1942 in Theresienstadt  

Actress and painter; deported from Breslau 

 

Daughter Anna 



 

Born 1872 in Rybnik, death 1943 in Theresienstadt – 
dermatologist and venereologist in Berlin and Hamburg 

Highly valued, well-to-do, practiced as physician till 1938 
based on old patients; 

Daughter Stefania before 1939 left to Palestine; 

Deported to ghetto together with wife on 15.07.1942 

Official reason of death after 11 months: „heart failure” 

 

 

 

Son Ernst 



 
Born 1865 in Rybnik, death w 1942 in Theresienstadt 

Writer; he wrote an essay about volunteers during the 
war 1813/1814,  which dedicated to his parents and 
brother Siegmund. 

 

Son Michael 



 
 None of Daniel Fränkel’s sons became a rabbi,  but his 

daughter Meta, born in 1868 in Rybnik, married to 
prominent rabbi, historian and researcher Luis Lewin 
from Żnin (then Posen, Hohensalza, Kempen, Katowice 
1920-1925, Breslau). 

 Meta and Luis left  Germany in 1939 and escaped to 
Palestine, where dr. Luis Lewin died in 1941, Meta in 
1955.  

 

 They had a son Daniel, prabably named in honour of his 
grandfather. He also became a rabbi. 

Daughter Meta 



 

Rybnik didn’t have own rabbi for about 33 years; 

 

 Some religious functions were acted by rabbis from 
nearby cities (for instance orphanage sacrifice made 
by rabbi Cohn from Kattowitz in 1893) ; 

 

 Percentage of Jews was declined. 

 

 

  1879-1912 no rabbis 



 

Dawid Braunschweiger 
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Birth 1875 in Würzburg, death 2.05.1928 in Oppeln 

Rabbinic school finished in 1900 in Berlin (1899 
doctorate) 

 Since 1900 Silesia – Kattowitz where he was second 
rabbi (1900-1912) and religion teacher; 

Member of Concordia Lodge 

Rabbi in Rybnik 1912-1917/18 (?) 

 In 1916 he was a candidate for a rabbi in 
Braunschweig 

 

 

Dawid Braunschweiger 
Rybnik rabbi 1912-1917/18 



 

Dawid Braunschweiger 

 Since 8.04.1918 till death - main rabbi of Oppeln (very 
respectable person); 

During plebiscite engaged on German side; 

Member and chairman of Freedom Longe in Oppeln; 

 Probably buried in Gross Strehlitz (acc. to 
Biographisches Handbuch der Rabinner, vol. 2) – 
cemetery didn’t survive. 

 



 
 Father dr. Moses Braunschweiger was a historian in 

Würzburg, died in 1913; 

Mother Hipka Braunschweiger died in 1920 in 
Würzburg; 

Wife Luise nee Altman, left Oppeln in 1932 and 
moved to Berlin; 

Daughter Ruth born 21.12.1914 in Oppeln, died 
1992 w Darlington (England), had 2 children, one 
was son David. 

 

Parents, wife, daughter 



 

First World War; 

In 1913 Braunschweiger became a member 
of Association of Uppersilesian Rabbis; 

He was supporting Red Cross during war 
(money and books for soldiers); 

Known for many public speakings and 
political engagement;  

 

Rybnik rabbinate of Dawid 
Braunschweiger 1912-1918 



 

Artur Rosenthal 
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Birth 5.10.1885 in Cöthen - Anhalt (Saxony) 

Death 30.11.1951  New York (USA) 

College –  Preußisch Stargard 

1907-1912 University in Berlin and Heidelberg 
(doctorate from Philosophy) 

He was working in Berlin as a preacher and 
religion teacher 

 

Artur Rosenthal rabin 
rybnicki 1918-1920 



 
Father dr. Ludwig Rosenthal rabbi in Berlin, 

Cöthen and Rogasen (near Posen)  

Wife Ilma Flanter (1891-1975); marriage 1914 in 
Berlin 

Daughter Judith born 1915 in Berlin, deceased 
2002 in USA; writer and literary critic,  
 

 

Artur Rosenthal – parents, 
wife and daughter 

Artur’s wife and daughter 



 
His first rabbinate was in w Rybnik from 1.08.1918  

Years 1920-1922 rabbinate w Berlin-Gesundbrunnen 

 1922-1924 rabbi in Beuthen 

 From 1924 till 1939 rabbi and leader of Jewish society 
in Lichtenberg (Berlin) 

Kristallnacht 

 From 1939 in London; working as a teacher 

 1951 emigration with family to USA 

Buried in cemetery in Ceder Park (NY) 
 

Artur Rosenthal 



 
Rabbinate was in the end of the first war and time 

of rise of ethnic conflicts (Germans, Poles, 
Silesians, etc.)  

Rosenthal lived at Miejska Street (the building 
doesn’t exist) 

 

Artur Rosenthal rabbinate in 
Rybnik 1918-1920 



 
 Leo Baeck’s Institute has some postcards sent by 

Artur to his daughter and wife and also some 
reference letters wrote by authorities from Rybnik 
Jewish community.  

Artur Rosenthal rabbinate in 
Rybnik 1918-1920 



 
 His family didn’t live with him in Rybnik 
 He was a director of Jewish school; established school 

library; he had classes for youth in society for young 
Jews; 

 Used to give private lessons in Greek, Latin, French and 
German ;  

 Number of members of Jewish community drastically 
decreased;  German Jews were leaving this part of 
Upper Silesia; 

 In March 1920 he had a speech about messianism; he 
wasn’t in Rybnik in May 1920 (letter wrote by Alfred 
Aronade dated 1.05.1920 and sent to Berlin)  
 

Artur Rosenthal rabbinate 
in Rybnik 1918-1920 



 
 (…) Because of the your departure from Rybnik I feel the 

need to wholeheartedly thank you, during your teachings 
(...) you gave private lessons in Greek, Latin, French and 
German to my son Fritz, so that he could with your help 
and thanks your teaching skills improve his results. You 
not only absorbed the required knowledge to him, but 
even more, you did give him the joy of learning and thus 
gave him a treasure for a lifetime. That is why for him 
and for us you will remain unforgettable. 

       With sincere,  
 yours -Alfred Aronade 

 

Alfred Aronade’s letter to 
Artur Rosenthal 



 
The story written years later by his daughter Judith 

Helfer 

 Late evening 9 November 1938 two Nazis in SA 
uniforms dragged him out from the apartment ; 

He was forced to see burning of Thorah, books, 
furniture and the whole synagogue furnishings, 
synagogue wasn’t burnt;  

He was released home at 3 in the morning.  

Tragedy of Kristallnacht 



 

Dawid Dagobert Nellhaus 
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Birth 2.01.1891 in Breslau,  death 1980 in Roslindale 

(USA) 

High school and university in Breslau  

 1913-1914 University in Erlangen (Bavaria);  

 1914 -1915 soldier (wounded in 1915) 

 1917 librarian in Breslau 

 1917-1918 assistant of a field rabbi 

Awarded by Hindenburg medal for participation in 
the First World War 

 

Dawid Dagobert Nellhaus – 
Rybnik rabbi  1920-1921 



 
 1920 – 1921  rabbi in Rybnik 

 From September 1921 religion teacher, and from 1st 
of November rabbi in Stettin (about 3000 Jews) 

 Since 1924 rabbi in Hirschberg 

Member of many assiociations  and B’nai B’rith 
Logen Alemania Lodge (in Stettin),Victoria Lodge 
in Gorlitz 

 1931-1939 rabbi and journalist in Pirmasens 
(Rhineland-Palatinate) 

 

Dawid Dagobert Nellhaus  



 

 Arrested in 1938;  concentration camp in Dachau; 

 1939 emigration to USA (he left Europe on 11 August 1939 
together with wife and 3 children – from Bremen to NY); 

 During the war he was helping Bavarian Jewish 
communities; 

 1939-1940 rabbi in Terre Haute (Indiana);  

 1940-1941 clerk in Jewish Publication Society in USA; 

 1941-1942  worker of shoe factory and Jewish hospital in 
Roxbury (MA); 

Dr Nellhaus 

Destroyed 
synagogue in 
Pirmasens  

SS Europa 



 
 1942-1948  teacher and librarian assisant in „Kehilath 

Israel” (Brooklyn);  

 1948-1963  librarian assistant at college for Hebrew 
teachers (Brooklyn); 

 1943-1973 rabbi  in IMAS (Boston) (mainly holidays 
and funerals); 

 Since 1964 rabbi in Hebrew Rehabilitation Center ; 

Member of many Jewish societies; 

Died at age 89 in Roslindale; 

 

Dawid Dagobert Nellhaus 



 
 Parents: Emil Nellhaus (merchant), Hulde Fränkel 

Wife Minna nee Scheyer,  born in 1893 in 
Gleiwitz/Oppeln (?), deceased 1968 (USA) 

 Probably 4 children, (daughter Edith died 
14.07.2014); one of sons was in USA in 1936. 

 Sons were fighting during the Second World War 
in US Army 

 

Dawid Dagobert Nellhaus 
– family  



 
Years 1920-1921 (Silesian Uprisings, plebiscite).  

 

There was an announcement in Jüdisch-liberale 
Zeitung (18.03.1921) about possibility o kosher 
meals at Nellhaus’ house during plebiscite.  

 

 

 

Rabbinate of Dagobert 
Nellhaus in Rybnik 1920/21  



 
Till year 1921 the same Statute (German) from XIX c.  

 

Members of many German families left Rybnik: Altman, 
Rahmer, Pick, Haase (in tragic circumstances), Kornblum, 
Rosenthal, Translateur, Wolff, Gadiel, Grünberg, Simoni, 
Pniower and many others. In 1923 Jewish community had 
only 120 members. 

 Ethnic problems – i.e. Silesian uprisings, fights, Civil war 

  

 

 

 

Rabbinate of  Nellhausa in 
Rybnik 1920-1921 



 

Nellhaus moved to Stettin 

 Stettin, now Szczecin, in year 1921 was more safe, 
more prestigious, and first of all German town for 
dr. Nellhaus – German patriot, war veteran and 
rabbi. 

Rybnik was to be a Polish town (1922) 

 

 

Dagobert Nellhaus 



 

Salo Levin 
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 Salo Lewin was mentioned in Trunkhardt’s 
chronicle (written in the 20’s, page 148) and many 
later sources copied Trunkhardt’s information that 
Levin was a rabbi, but he wasn’t. 

Born in 1860 in Woldenberg (Dobiegniew); 
deceased in 1928 in Olesno (Rosenberg). His grave 
survived. 

Salo Lewin 
Rybnik rabbi (?) 1922-1924/5 (?) 



 
  Second source: In the estimate of Rybnik Jewish 

community (1923-1924?) mentioned as a „preacher, 
cantor, teacher  and slaughterer”. 

 

 

Salo Lewin 



 
The third source it is a document at Leo Baeck’s 

Institute given by Lewin’s grandson.  Document 
says that after division of Upper Silesia Lewin 
came to Rosenberg from Rybnik. 

Salo Lewin 



 
Religious functions were fulfilled by cantor 

Augustyn Hahn 

1926-1930 no rabbis 



 

Zygmunt Kohlberg 
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Born 26.03.1903 in Kałusz (East Galicia, now Ukraine), 

son of Izaak and Chana; 

High school graduate ( school named King Wł.Jagiełło 
in Drohobycz – year 1922) 

Graduate Theological Seminary in Vienna (1929) 

Rybnik rabbi from 3.02.1930 till 1939. 

Murdered 1941/1942?  near Kałusz. The only Rybnik 
rabbi killed during the Second World War. 

 

Zygmunt Kohlberg 
last Rybnik rabbi 1930-1939 



 

Rabbi Zygmunt Kohlberg - CV 



 

Three brothers: 

Teodor (1900-1942) , rabbi in Piotrków, Tarnowskie Góry, 
Chorzów, Lwów-  Zionist, Chairman of Association of 
Uppersilesian Rabbis (1936-39); 

Yehoshua/Osias (1905-1999); pharmacist and chemist in 
Chorzów; 

 Eliezer (1898-1980);  physician in Rybnik (had 2 children 
born in Rybnik, children and his wife were lost/killed 
during war), Eliezer survived in Uzbekistan. Died in 
Israel.  

 

 

Zygmunt Kohlberg- family  
 



 
 Employed acc. to the resolution of community 

representatives  - 3.02.1930. 

Members of the community were assimilated 
German Jews and Jews who came from former 
Russian and Austrian parts of Poland  

Amount of Jews increased. 

He was living at Grażyńskiego St. 

He taught religion in two state Polish schools. 

 

Rabbinate of Zygmunt 
Kohlberg in Rybnik 1930-39  



 

Salary 6000 zlotys/year (1931) 
 



 
 In June 1937 he tried to get a job as a rabbi in 

Gdynia (new Polish port city);  

During his rabbinate local authorities finally 
closed all old cemeteries (also Jewish). Community 
had to buy land for the new cemetery outside the 
town. 

 In the end of his rabbinate Jewish community was 
unable to function due to financial and 
organizational problems.   

 Probably had one child born in Rybnik 

 

 

Rabbinate of Kohlberg in 
Rybnik 1930-39  



 
Religious service held in synagogue and 

improvised prayer house in his apartment (winter) 

 anti-Semitism in Rybnik (for instance when his 
brother was employed as a doctor) 

 

Kohlberg rabbinate in Rybnik 
1930-39 . 

Rybnik synagogue Rabbi’s house (right side) 



 
Uknown for me 

Circumstances of departure and death 



 
 7 rabbis 

 4 periods „lack of rabbinate” 

 the longest Daniel Fränkel – 24 years 

 all of Rybnik rabbis, except last two, moved to bigger 
cities 

 all of them, except the first one, we may classify as 
rather liberal 

 a lot of documents, still unknown, there are in many 
diffrent places and archives. 

 descendants of our rabbis live in different parts of the 
world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recapitulation 



 
 Leo Baeck Institute; New York 

 Archiwum Państwowe w Raciborzu, Katowicach 

 http://www.weissensee.progris.de/samuel-fischer-adagio.pdf 

 Wikipedia 

 http://www.stolpersteine-
hamburg.de/index.php?MAIN_ID=7&BIO_ID=1299 

 Biographisches Handbuch der Rabbiner; Michael Brocke, Julius 
Carlebach - 2009  

 http://www.alemannia-judaica.de/pirmasens_synagoge.htm 

 http://liberalbreslau.com/ 

 Yad Vashem 

 Ludność żydowska w woj.śląskim w latach 1922-1939; W.Jaworski 

 Śląska Biblioteka Cyfrowa, Pomorska Biblioteka Cyfrowa 
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